August 15, 2024
Magistrate Brandin Marlow
Clark County Juveriie Court
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Clark County Juvenile Court Magistrate —
11 years, 6 with the abuse, neglect and
dependency docket

Private Practice — 10 years in which |
represented parents and served as a
GAL in several counties

Undergraduate Degree in Journalism
from THE Ohio State University
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2014 ~ Parsan engaged in unauthorized practics
preparing and Nling affigavit

2017 = Complant far Unauthorized Practice of Law filed
by the local bar assaciation

d by the Suprema Caurt by fining
.00

8/16/2024
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was started; and tock an

additional four years for final resal

ou care - thes case has nothing to do with child

When in doubt
ask for an

attorney




Introduction to the Court Report

Most essential aspect of your work

¥ The vehicle you use to present information you have
gathered

< Visible documentation of your involvement in the case
Judges rely on these reports to make informed decisions
All CASAIGAL programs require submittal of court report

.20
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Attarmeys

Parents/Parties
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Teraporary Custody, Legal Custody Permanent Custody
Extensions and PPLA I
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Qn appeal. the losing party asked for permanent custody to be
reversed  Tha wishes of the children were not provided ta the Court

" ! requires that when a coun
determines the best inferests of a child # corsiders
that child's wishes These wishes must be expressed
directly by the child o« through 1he ehild's guardian ad
litern, with due regard for the maturity of the chid Thus,
tnal courts are limited. when investigating 1he wishes of
the chlld. to the testimany of the guardian ad ltem o tne
child, and may not consider testmarty from other sources
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On appesl. the losing party asked for permanent custody to be
reversed  The wishes of the chidran wede not peovided to the Count

County Chidren Services did not prove that the court
shaowuld grant s motion for permanent custody of the minor
chileren because the trial court faled lo investgate
the washes of the chedren pursuant to R C. 2151414
whare the childran did not teatify, nor did the guardian ad
Izem tostify, regarding their wishes or fack of maturity In
light of the ampie evidence from prowviders, foster parents
and teachess thal one child was typicaly developing, a
second child had made large stides cognihvely,
physically. academically and behaviorally, and in light of
the third child’s age, understanding of the proceedings,
and great sitrides scoally and tehaviorally, the mstant
caourl cawld not say that there was cleat and conwvincing
evidence thal the children were incepable of expressing
those veshes

8/16/2024

i st ik gt mnd (g

e

kb vt e A
W s bl R ——r

0 e (il The gt s

wrevivwng o v Tom whet 41 (e fame 1 S simmmnimyaim ol the olewses win & roebem o fhes tamsly 1o
sebhl 1Rl % The salkyet B Bt a1 491 o
r 18y g s (I

by sharie) o i paser's




In determining the best interest of a child

. pursuant to this section........... the court shall
consider all relevant factors, Including, but not
limited to...........
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Place the child in a ptanned permanarit kving arrangement with a public
chlidren senvices agency or private chid placing agency, 1f a public chidren
_seryices agency or privale child placing agency requests the court to place the
" chiid in a planned permanent lving arrangernent and if the court finds, by claar
and convincing evidence, that a planned permanent lving arrangement is in
the Best interest of the chlld, that the child 1s sixteen years of age or oldes, and
tha! one of the loliowing exists

(@) The chid, because of physical, mental, or psychological prablems or needs,
15 unable to function in a family ke setling and must remain in resdential or
instiut:onal care now and for the foreseeable future beyond the date of the
dispositional hearing hetd pursuant to section 2151.35 of the Revised Code.

(b) The parents of the child have significant physical, mental, or psychological
robloms and are unablo to care for the child because of those problems,
tion is not in the best Interest of the chid, as determined in accordance
ivision (D) 1) of section 2151.414 of the Revised Code, and the child

a signlicant and positive re’ationship with a parent or relative

child has been counseied on the permanent placement colions
le to the child, and s urwilling tn accep! or uniable to adapt to a
nent placement




A tew things about PPLA
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Make sure you
are addressing
what is
actually before
the Court
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Accuracy
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A

Democracy = your case
Media = CASA
Opinion —recommendation
Front page = investigation
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You should
assume
everyone can
see everything
in your file

‘
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Dettraying

Dacurnen: Dumping ~

Poever Vislting the Crid
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{1} A guarchan ad Item shall avoid any aclual or apparant conflict of
Interest arising from any redationship or act) ding But not
Iimited to these of employment al or
personal contacts with parties or others invalved in ¢
guardian ad litern shall avold self- atian
might directly itectly benafit except 1
services as a guardian ad |itam

{2) (2) Upen becaming aware of any actual or apparent confl
Intarest, a guardian ad ltem shall immed:ately notity the
wiltl The court shall take action as it deems necessary
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Adwvise Informalion Resources

wrt Hear * Not prohd

but

wformation
* Hasthe appearanie of

ety or &

s Cave Speche minrmation ar
St of

insghts - o
. 4 that yous
provce to Al pactidsin g cate
My e 2 pavite, app Ao

8/16/2024

A guardian ad hitern shall make no disclosures about a case or
investigat axcept to the parties and their legal counsal, In reports
to the court, or as necessary ta perfarm the duties of a guardan ad
litem, including as a mandated reporter The guardian ad Hitem shall
maintain ihe copfidential nalure of persomal identifiers. as defined (n
Sup R. 44, and address where there are alegatons of domestic
viglence or tisk lo the safely of a paity or child Uport appiication. the
coutt fray otier disclasure of or access to the Infatmation necessary
to challenge the trudn of the infermation received from a confidential
scurce. The court may imposa conditians necessary to protect
witnesses from potantal b
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